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Tke Easiest Way.

"Once let the diplomats get hold of
a question," said John Hay, "and
there's little chance of war."

Happily the controversy with Japan

oer the alien land legislation enact-

ed in California has been in the hands
of the diplomats from the first. Of
the good faith of both goernmcnts
there can be not the slightest doubt.
.Mr. Bryan's love of peace and abhor-

rence of war is manifest two or three
times a day. Vicount Chinda, grad-

uate of an American college, has a
fond regard for our people, and, in
all respects, must know the futility of
any Japanese war with the United
States.

Occasional jingoibtic outbursts in
Tokyo have not disturbed the Japa-

nese government, although they were
doubtless resorted to for domestic po-

litical purposes. We are told that the
authority of the Tokyo government
has lessened since the old Mikado died
and that the government and the .rul-

ing classes must be more responsive to
the popular will.

That should be a deterrent to war,
for in no country have the great toil-

ing masses ever clamored for war. The
struggle for existence is keen in Japan.
The inroads of war still are evident in

the reduced circumstances of many
families, while we are accustomed to
regard the Japanese in a mist of feu-

dal, fatalistic ardor, we cannot be blind
Ito the increasing socialistic spirit and
Socialism that ever is the foe o'f war.

Wc arc often warned that "the
'Japanese when they decide to strike will

strike without warning." An idea pre
vails that this occurred at the outbreak
of the Russo-Japane- war. Hardly.
Japan for ten years had been preparing
to fight Russia. Money, men, and arms
were accumulated for the purpose.
Diplomatic relations had been suspend-

ed and all the world knew war was at
hand before the Japanese struck si-

multaneously at Port Arthur and Che-

mulpo.

The Russian advance was a military
aggression. The bear walked like a
man jingled with saber and spurs, and
it was the downward sweep of a mailed
paw over Korea that brought the issue.

But even then the diplomatists staved
the conflict off for months.

Fortunately the situation is in their
hand:, now; militarists here are as
anxious for peace as Andrew Carnegie,
and there is no evidence that militarists
in Tokjo arc seeking to complicate the
problem.

If Skip Subsidy, Why Net far All?

Representative F. A. Britten of Illi-

nois urges the repeal of that clause of
the Panama Canal act which provides
for the remission of tolls to American
coasting ships. He not only believes
that this clause contravenes the

treaty, but that it conflicts

with the treaty with Panama by which
we obtained title to the Ganal Zone.

When the canal toll question is taken
up the argument may be repeated that
such remission is necessary to build
up our depleted shipping. The" Amer-

ican merchant marine today is in a
sad state. Since the '70's or '8o's the
tonnage has been on the decline, until
now it is but a shadow of its former
self. Answering the question as to
what has brought this about, the Chi-

cago Record-Heral- d says:

The answer lies in that much dis-

cussed and still unsolved question, the
tariff. When protection to the iron in-

dustry raised the price of rails and
locomotives the increase was added to
the freight rates and the shipper paid
it. He 'had no other choice. But when
this higher priced iron was used in a
ship the freights could not be advanced
to cover it, for the .reason that the
shipper had an alternative; he could
employ English ships.

The protectionists, eager for an ex-

tra tax on which they could assess the
people, demanded the tariff. The ship-

ping industry had the alternative of a
subsidy "but the temper of the Ameri-

can people with regard to subsidy is

well known. Free ships and free men
form the plea made by some who are
desirous of seeing a greater merchant
marine. The Underwood bill has taken
up free shipbuilding materials in a
way not wholly satisfactory because of
its ambiguous handling. Yet it is a

start and that is much. As to 'free
men, changes are urged in the present
laws, which will enable seamen to
equalize their wages, which would re-

move an advantage wjiich the foreign
shippwrjer has over the American. Our
laws prohibit foreign ships from enter

ing the coastwise trade. The latter is
a monopoly. It is the Americam mer-

chant marine in the foreign trade that
is languishing, and yet toll remission
applies only to the coast shipping mo-

nopoly. American shipping in the for-

eign trade is thus left to shift for it-

self.
What becomes of the argument that

toll remission will build up oir merr
chant marine? S

Mr. Taft at Yak.
Former President Taft, Kent pro-

fessor of law, comes to the law stu-

dents at Yale not only posted thor
oughly as to the subjects on' which he!
is to impart instruction, but also he
comes fresh from the school of great
experience. Mr. Taft was not a shrewd
politician, but no one ever has denied
that he possesses a-- judicial mind. Tliis,
coupled with the 'fact that now he is in
a position to give frank expression to
his opinions without fear or favor,
makes Mr. Taft a valuable addition to
the faculty of Old Ely.

It may be stated without fear of
contradiction that he is the last per-

son who would use the class room for
the ventilation of his disappointments.
Thus taken all in all,' what Mr. Taft
sas should have great weight in

training the legal mind. His first lec-

ture was on "Some Questions of
He denounced the initiative

and referendum as similar to legisla-

tion during the French revolution and
contrary to the spirit of the Constitu-

tion. He spoke with authority. He
is sound in his advocacy of a graduat-

ed income tax which would include
all incomes of more than $1,000. He
might even have suggested a lower
minimum to carry out his theory that
"everybody ought to contribute some-

thing in order that he may feel more
responsibility in the government be
cause o'f his payment"

This in good time may become pro-

phetic The $3,000 between Mr. Taft's
standard and the minimum now pro-

posed may be the foundation for pro-

viding for- - the deficit flat may follow
the lowering of the tariff rates. This
is asplain as it is sound logic, for the
number of incomes between these points
are many. Those outside of the larger
figure are comparatively few. Perhaps
the revenue which the government is
expecting to derive from them has been
greatly seriously overestimated.

Huerta Skould "Read Up."
Wc are surprised at the wording of

the complaint made by Gen. Huerta as
to the delay of the United States gov-

ernment in recognizing his provisional
administration. Perhaps by "reading
up" he and his advisers might become
better posted and save their country

and this unnecessary annoyance and
red tape. When it comes to facts, we
already have recognized the Huerta
government "de facto," since we are
doing business with the provisional
President. But as to recognition "de
jure" this is withheld for reasons
which should appeal to the Mexicans
with peculiar force.

The republics of Central America,
a few years ago, agreed in a formal
treaty, which still is in force, that they
would not recognize any new govern-

ment which might come into power in

any of these countries either as the re-

sult of a coup d'etat, or in consequence
of a rebellion, so long as the freely
elected representatives of the people

have not constitutionally organized
their country afresh. Mexico was a

to this treaty to which the
United States gave moral support, lay-

ing down a rule of conduct among the
Central American states. Hence, how
can Mexico object to the adoption of
the selfsame reasonable rule between
herself and this country?

Fraace aaa Oar New Tariff.

A great deal of the trouble now
again threatened between the United
States .and France as a result of cer-

tain clauses of the new tariff bill seems
to grow out of the terms of the pro-

posed customs provisions.
If it is true that the French govern-

ment has notified this government (in-

formally) that the passage of the pend-

ing tariff law will result- - in difficulties
involving "the possible application of
the French maximum rates to our do
mestic goods, the situation is one that
should find due consideration.

There has been constant difficulty

and friction for the past few years
between our Treasury and those en-

gaged in the French trade. Secretary
MacVeagh's "sample order" and the
"Limoges" problem worked up by the
department officials caused a deal of
ill feeling and trouble, and the applica-

tion of the maximum rates of the
Payne-Aldric- h bill was not conducive
to a better understanding.

While this country cannot be ex-

pected to yield to foreigners in the
making of its domestic laws, there
should be care takento give no un;
necessary offense to our commercial
friends abroad. Some day we may
need them as they need us -- now.

The Crecas. -

(The Orecua. in claaaa saythoiaty, m in lore with
the ajoddeea Basilar. Hia Ian betas unrequired, he
wai cbanjed by the soda into the saffron stoat.)
Crocus, they say, was a lovelorn youth.

Desperately fond of Miss Stnllax fair;
But she loved another, to tell ,the truth.

And save poor Crocus the distant stare.
With his love thus spurned, this foolish

fellow
Festered the cods till they turned him

yellow.

In these modern days, poor Creeustrue,
For a while, at least, might feel quite

bias;
But before their wrath the gods could

unfurl,
You can bet he'd have found another

alrl.
-J-enal litis Stack?, ia ftat.
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BACKYARD EPISODE.
I thought my fence was twenty feet,

Which wasn't much.
But when I tried to makelt neat

I got in Dutch.

I spread the whitewash on like fun,
Worked very hard.

And in an hour I found I'd done
About a yard.

I eyed that fence, despairing wretch,
For quite a while.

Its vast expanse appeared to stretch
For half a mile.

And then I threw my brush away,
Abandoned shame,

And went to see tho home team play
A corking same.

Senatorial Saying.
"Let me go on the junkets or a coun-

try." says Senator Wombat, "and I care
not who makes the laws."

Mmt Be Reckleaa.
"Women, like a brave man," remark

ed the first chappie.
'That's right," assented the other

chappie. "A feller's got to be reckless
where women are concerned. If a girl
offers you a kiss, wade right In. Don't
stop to ascertain if her lips have been
aterilired."

la London.
"Well, how's progress?"
"We hit the prime minister in the ee

yesterday with a rotten apple,' an-

nounced the militant suffragette, "and
tomorrow we are going to burn the
king's woodshed. If this isn't progress,
what is?"

Something; In Sight.
Guess my peach tree's on the job

And it fairly makes me screech.
It has grown a small green knob
That looks greatly like a peach.

May Win. Later.
"What the matter, old chap?"
"I have lost my girl. And that's the

second I have lost this spring."
"Well, the baseball sharps all agree

that it's better' to do your losing early
In the season."

May Maalnsv.
The tired business man seems to root

as hard as anybody when at the ball
park.

We suppose there are even people slick
enough to secure theater tickets on
credit.

The mad rush for" wealth is superseded
now by the mad rush for the ball park.

They can't paint the lily, but look out
for the park bench.

Sometimes the summer squash that you
thought was an onion turns out to be
a kidney bean or an egg plant.

Wayalde
"Easy 'street must be a nice street to

live on," remarked the first hobo.
"That's nothing to me," declared the

second wayfarer. "I never found that
the alley back ot it provided anything
extra in the way of pickings."

The Amendment Amendment.
mm Um Peeri

The present constitution of Illinois,
adopted more than half a century ago,
cannot be expected to m modern condi-
tions so perfectly that only one amend
ment may be considered at every gen
eral election. The first step toward re-
vising the organic law should be the
adoptiqn of an amendment which will
make amendment easier. And the best
way for the Governor and the lax revi-
sionists to further their own favorite
measure is to compromise by helping the
amendment amendment through first.

Mexican Chart.
From tetter toKaaau City 8Ur.

Huerta, pronounced Wherta; first syl-
lable like English "where."

Diaz, pronounced Deeahss; accent on
fret yllaMe.

CealraMii prenouaeaa ac
cent ea "wee."

Reyem, pronounced Ray. yes; accent on
Ray.

Vasques Gomez, pronounced Vahskess
Gomes; accent on first syllables.

Zapata. Breaeuaced SehpahU; aaeaat
ea paa.

MEN OF AFFAIRS IN

COILEGE, Wj)Ii HH "k E

UTILE NONSENSE.

Fhtloaepny.

Preaeaactna;

JAMES A. O'GORMAN,
United States Senator from New York.

Bv FRED C. KELLY

Representative Michael Donohoo of
Philadelphia has only ten children. A
little nhile ago one of the ten conducted
come quiet experiments with parlor
matches and pleasantly set fire to the
Donohoe house. Tho fire department
promptly responded, as the papers say.

"Well, well," said one of the firemen,
hen he got into the house and saw

some of the family scurrying about. "I
thought from the outside that it was a

J private dwelling, but blamed if It ain't
a schoolhouse.

Representathe Phil Campbell of Kan-
sas was asked by a colleague what kind
of a man a certain other young Con-
gressman happened to be.

"I don't know him well." said Camp-
bell, "but last winter I saw a mischiev-
ous boy throw a snowball at him. In-

stead of chasing the boy or throwing
one back at him. he turned and stared
at him. and exclaimed, peevishly, 'How
dare you!' That's alt I know about
him."

When he was a member of the House,

Postmaster General Burleson was con-

stantly dropping in at the Census Bu-

reau to get advance reports about things
pertaining to Texas agriculture. When
Census Director North was ' succeeded
by Mr. Durand he told his successor:

"Now, there's a Congressman over
here from Texas named Burleson, who
will be coming around after information
that you may not always feel like giv-
ing out in advance. But ou might as
well do it. When ho starts after any-

thing he'll get it, and you'll sac your-
self a lot of time and trouble by hand-
ing him anything he asks for."H&

When C. H. Tavcnner. one of the young-
est members of the House, was cam-
paigning last fall, he dropped into a lit-

tle town where he was little known, and
which he expected to be carried by his
opponent. A native of tho place came up
and introduced himself.

"Things are coming your way nicely,"
said the native. "You're going to have a
supreme cinch."

"Well, well," murmured TaVenner grate-
fully, "that's not only encouraging but
surprising. I hardly expected to do much
down here "

"Oh yes," went on tho man, "it's going
to be easy. That fellow Tavenner doesn't
know the ppople, and I guess he Isn't
much of a fellow, anyhow."

"I'm certainly interested in hearing all
this," said Tavenner; "the only trouble Is
that I'm Tavenner."

Senator Robert L. Owen of Oklahoma,
the part Indian Senator, is a diet hobbyist.
Every little while he takes a notion to
fast for a few days and gives his diges-

tive organization a little vacation. At such
times he. will oass up the choicest foods
.the market affords whether he meets
the food in puone or in secrjeu ahw o

has fasted for a time he then starts in
and drinks great quantities of milk, to
the exclusion of aught else until ho can-

not look at a cow without desiring to give
a wild, hysterical scream. His next stage
after living on milk Is to get back gradual-
ly to his regular vegetarian dlet

A few months ago. Owen dieted and
carried on with himself, first losing and
then putting on flesh and everybody de-

sired to know what ailed him.
"Oh, I'm simply tuning up a bit," ex-

plained Owen.

Senator Culberson of Texas is an au-

thority on- - civil war history, and though
he was wearing knee pants when the war
broke out, ha can trip up almost any
veteran on the details of any engage-
ment. If somebody speaks of John
Smith being a captain in the artillery,
when he was really in the infantry, Cul-

berson spots the error instantly.

A dramatic little Incident was enacted
a few years ago in the course of a
political speech Culberson was making to
a crowd of several thousand people down
in Texan. He had been talking with
considerable fervor, when suddenly he
stopped, and stared straight ahead' to-

ward the rear of the hall. After a mo
ment or two the silence grew intense-an-

the audience tarned about to- - see
what wag up. They saw an old Confed-
erate veteran walking with a .crutch and
a cane, glancing about him for a seat.
Then out of the momentary stillness they
heard Cuibcrson's Impassioned voice,
avian:

Won't sMMfcom giwa im mi ysfcn

D

STATESMEN REAL AND NEAR

CARTOON

a seat! For four years he was so busy
that he did not have time to sit down!"

Every time he receives a letter from
a constituent who seems the least bit
disgruntled. Representative Lindbergh of
Minnesota Immediately writes that man
a letter asking his advice about some-
thing. And no constituent can long re-

main toward a Congressman
who displays his sound judgment by
seeking ablo advice on the great ques-
tions of the day.

Although he was the head of big ag-

ricultural schools before he entered Ihe
Cabinet, Secretary of Agriculture Hous-
ton is not himself the gradute ot any
such institution. His specialty is the
science of government and economics.
He taught economics at the University
of Texas.

Chief Flynn, of the Secret Service, has
a way of making friends with counter-
feiters he has captured. One of these
lias saved his life three or four times
by tipping him off to plots against him.
(CopjnjM. 1913, by Fred O. Kelly All nhts

lfeciiuu.)

Feats of Memory.
From Tld Bits.

Of the many examples of prodigious
memories which have been recorded from
time to time none, perhaps, have been so
remarkable as the case of Rev. Thomas
Threlkeld, who was a Presbyterian min-
ister at Rochdale for twenty-eig- years
and died there in April, 1806. at the age
of sixty-seve- n. Threlkeld's memory first
attracted attention when he attended the
grammar school at Daventry. where he
began to make a close study of the Bible.
When a passage was recited to him he
could immediately give it, chapter and
verse, and, on the other hand, if a chap-
ter and erse were given he could at once
repeat the passage.

Both at Daventry and Warrington,
where ho went to finish his education,
his fcllow-atuden- ts delighted In putting
his memory to the test, and never once
was It known to be at fault.

"In later years," says Frank Hlrd In
"Lancashire Stories," "Threlkeld was
looked upon as a living concordance to
the Bible in Rochdalo and the neighbor-
hood, and he was constantly asked the
most puzzling questions by his brother
ministers, sometimes actually for infor-
mation, but generally for mere amuse-
ment. He was never known to be wrong."

Threlkeld's powers of memory, however,
were not solely concerned with theology.
He also was a linguist, and knew nine or
ten languages, while dates were a passion
with him, no matter how unimportant.
His knowledge of historical dates, of
chronology, heraldy, and genealogy was
cyclapaedic, and one of his favorite
amusements was to go through the suc-
cession In the Episcopal Sees and trace
the pedigrees of families.

"In only one direction." continues Mr.
Hlrd. "would this wonderful memory seem
to have been of direct service. Threlkeld
was one of the managers of a fund for
the benefit of the widows of Presbyterian
ministers, and consequently was frequent-
ly appealed to on cirmustances connected
with the lives of dead ministers, and such
was the opinion of his memory that If
the books had been consulted and had
been reported differently the error would
have been imputed to the secretary and
not to Mr. Threlkeld's memory. This was
deemed infallible."

Restart na Civilisation.
From the Chkato Jonmal.

For six or seven thousand years the
valley of the Tigris and Euphrates was
one of the richest and most densely peo-
pled regions of the world.

Then came the blighting Turk"".
Civilization withered. Irrigation canals

were abandoned, fertile lands went back
to desert. The region which was the
granary of the ancient world became so
poor that wandering Arabs hardly
thought it worth raiding.

Now modern science and British capi-
tal are trying to restore the lost pros-
perity of Babylonia and Chaldea. Irriga-
tion Works estimated to-- eost fl64Q6MM
are in progress. Several million acres are
to be put under ditch; another large area
now swampy from the overflow of the
river is to be drained. In thirty years or
so this ancient land may be as prosperous
as it was jn the days of Nebuchadnezzar.

bw coastaer waai an oapeawvs aw
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"Tis a Good Horse Who Never Stumbles''

The writeri recently saw a milk wagon drop its master on
the west side of6th Street and the horse immediately crossed,
jwithout STUMBLING, td th east side, jthe horse lenew.
the next .stop.

If an old horse, by careful training-- , can pick his steps, surely
.you have a right to expect THE OLDEST 'LUMBER FIR$
in the .District, to pick the best lumber and milhvork and protect

--you from bad lumber and miUwork. ,ltr,fi ....$Z5f$3,tfi$4prl-ltf-
Ftnf,4nu4 $2.H, $3, aW$4 pr 1M ft.

U Ctfcr Plaaks far CaW Cwwts aasLOaar Bxtc
He (Mil tkkf to kef Mt sMth.

l TiaJf
-- Vw(4sy

Sixth Street and New York
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(Copyright. M13, by A D. Juobioa.)
China will have to start on a kind of

standarizaiion of her language, such as
Britain undertook In the fourteenth cen
tury. It Isn't only a matter or woros
and grammar; more important are con-

struction and pronunciation. The English
dialects probably are as diversified as
any. Fut a Cornish miner ana a iNorui- -
umberland miner together ior tne nrst
time and each would only have a faint
glimmering of the meaning of the other's
speech. What would the Cornishman
think of "What mak'o' yan is sha?" He
would express the. same meaning in
"What be her like then?" (The plain
English is "What is she like?") A Lon-

doner, for the first time hearing the
Dorset dialect,' would be bewildered by
a farm laborer's talk; he could only get
a glint of meaning here and there.

Pidgin-Englis- h has long been the
of China. Men from Canton and

a naUve of Tientsin resort to it as the
only possible medium for mutual under
standing. But here Is another device ror
the Chinese Parliament: Why not write
the speeches, instead of speaking them?
Not only are the written characters the
same throughout China, but they axe al-

most IdenUcal in China, Japan, and
Korea, however widely the spoken
words differ. Business men in these
countries, who could not converse, can
communicate easily by letter, and m tne
Chinese-Japane- se war Japanese and
others could always make Chinese na-

tives understand their wants by scratch-
ing the characters In snow or sand with
their bayonets.

Judging from what has appeared in
more than one prominent organ of the
British press upon questions vital to the
Chinese people, it would seem that one
would have to return to such hackneyed
queries as "Has China Any Hope?"
The picture is dark. Wo are told that
the Chinese have now no hope; that,
having dispossessed themselves of what
civilization centuries of Confucianism
gave to them, they have not a tithe of
national stamina, nothing either Eastern
or Western to hold on to. The "classic"
age, we are told, has been superseded
by tho age of the bowler hat and the

frockcoat; law and order are
gone; hooligans and the "Kaolao-huel- "

reign; the government Is without
presUge, policy or power. Thus do close
observers- - write today upon current
Chinees topics. Those who see no good
either In Toung China, or that part of
Old China that is left, declare that the
pendulum has swung over so far that
the Chinese people never again will fill
the position in the family of nations that
they occupied at the time of the passing
of Manchu dynasty.

It makes sad reading. And it is all
the more sad because, looking over the
surface of the nation, one sees really
many lamentable signs of disruption and
discord. The whole nation seems to be
divided into two parts: political and

The man who is occupied with
unceasing solicitude about the means of
subsistence remains contented within
that limit prescribed to him by his wants
and necessities, he, together with the
famine-stricke- the halt, the blind, the
maimed, is of the nonpolitlcal .class. And
In China there are millions of this class,
men who probably have not yet heard
that the Manchus have been deposed,
or who, having heard, regard Yuan
shih-k- al as the heaven-sen- t Messiah to
carry on the great Celestial mandate
In due accord with universal belief among
the common people.

Then there is in China for the moment
another class, the poliUcal. This is
composed of Toung China and the very
younc China, whose chief faculty seems
to be to swing from one extreme to the
other. The pessimistic would compare
the affairs of this class to a pendulum
that vibrates continually from one side
to anotheV without .making progress in
any direction'. Some of this party, hav-
ing found that they have gone too far
in one direction, have speedily recur-
red and now have reached the golden
mean, settling down to solid work. But
there are so many other factions, that
one finds difficulty In a condensation of
the national affairs. This, however, does
not refer to the governmental part
such men as Yuan Kai, Ll Yuan Hung,

A candle 1s a cylinder ot tallow or
wax, with a wick in it. It is used
principally to show off a rare old or
an expensive new candlestick.

When a candle is .lighted it makes a
tiny, tapering hole in the darkness.
This is principally valuable because it
prevents the passerby from running
Into the candles. If the candle Is in
good health and is well, it
can be detected readily in a large
room without the aid of a searchlight.

Candles are decorative and romantic,
anri also arc useful in forms of
religious worship, but only a hopeless
backnumber would attempt to illumi-
nate anything with them. When a
modem citizen is left In his cozy home
with only a dozen candles between him
and the velvet night, he feels his way
to the telephone and tells the eleotric
light company that unless it repairs its
circuit in ten minutes he will file suit
for damages.

This is interesting, because at one
time in history folks used candles as
a luxury. The rich man stuck icandles
around his home pufled out his
chest about it, while the poor man
lighted a pine knot and' longed for the
time when he, too, could indulge In
candles, forks, soap, and' other' marvels
of modern luxury, J

Of course, in those days when the
candle was the moat effective method
of the- - dark cut of doors, man
was able to accomplish but Jittle after j

dark. Looking on the feeble flame of
the candle shining In the? gloom like a

I linlarii lxAirr-aa- rt wn-yi- V
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Court Gossip Interesting
Events Two Continents
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Ave. Washington, D. C.

Huanghslng, Sun Yat Sen, and others of
the more established section, who have
not relinquished their endeavors to save
their country from a last great fall,
which would be the "debach."

It is unfortunate that Europe, during
the past few critical months has not
been getting the facts of what has been
passing in China. In the veritable welter
of political chaos and loan affairs, of
opium lies, reports that come from the
Chinese press, it is by no means an easy
task righUy to passing events.

A few weeks ago Europe and America
were incensed at the atrocious piece ot
savagery, when the governor of Kwangsl
caused some thirty lepers to be driven
into a pit and there shot down or burnt
to death. This happened under RepuD-llca- n

rule, and the governor, whose work;
this was, is said to enjoy great popu-
larity and the confidence of the troops.
In Szcchuen robbers abound; they rule
the officials, plunder, loot, and murder
at will. They capture the defenceless
gentry, hold them for ransoms and kill
them, if the money is slow in coming.

In other parts of China the troops are
reported to be restless. The officials
have no money to pay them, and so they
start a process of looting.

From still other districts come reports
of tranquillity and prosperity. The peo-
ple are loyal, home and foreign trade
has been given a boost, and merchants,
travelers, officials, and missionaries tell
of progress In every direction. There Is
a desire for education, for Christian lit-
erature, for all that would help them
to understand the change and the great
possibility that lies before China if peace
prevails.

Such, generally speaking, is the com-
plicated outlook in the country. In the
Yangtze provinces trade has never been
known to be brisker, and from the Pa-
cific to Tibet, from Mongolia to Tonkin,
there is a call among the people for
those things best calculated, in their
opinion, to enable them to swing into
line and accomplish the dreams of ma-
terial prosperity many of China's
foremost men of today unremittingly toll
for.

In the capital Yuan Shih-k- al still holds
firm sway. Some may say he cannot get a
quorum at the National Assembly, and
1t is true that he cannot, even on such
an important matter as the proposed
increase of the salt tax. But every day

Yuan has held the national reins
has made him a stronger ruler. No mat-
ter what might have been the case at
the time he took the Presidential chair,
there Is not a foreign student of Chinese
affairs who would not accord him the
honor of being President, and believe
that he, of all men in China, deserves
the honor. FLANEUR.

Appreciating; Art.
From Omah Bee.
European critics never tire of ridiculing

America's Indifference to art and lack of
artists. They regard us as totally in-

sensate about such matters, although they
must admit we have same very fine art
collectors. At loast, certain inartistic
Americans have managed to obtain very
cordial welcomes abroad as patrons of
the best and oldest masters. Art, it ap-
pears, is not so ethereal as to perish In
contact with the blighting touch of our
coarse American money. Wo may not
have the artistic temperament, but ,we
have what seems to cherish and comfort
it In those who claim to have Jt.

Turning from our illustrious peripatetic
connoisseurs, we have a few

not so mean in their way. They
display their skill chiefly at the auction
sales, the novelty in which just at pres-
ent Is to see how speedily they may bo
held. The record-break- er is a recent ono
in New York, at which in fifty minutes
J2SO.00O worth of art was sold. Single
specimens went for as much as $25,000.
$30,000. and $40,000. To appreciate tho
American sense of art it is necessary to
get the proper viewpoint. With us it is
not so much a matter of temperament as
the ability to

Say on Both.
From Judsp.

"The golden eagle is very rare, isn't
it?"

"But I don't find it any more so than
just tho ordinary $10 bill."

readily realize why Shakespeare, Rob-
ert Burns, Benjamin Franklin, and Ed-
gar Poe turned out such poor stuff.
. In those early days only the most de-

termined men could do anything- - by

"SUaaiBg in the gloom like a misplaced ataiv- -.

berry n&rir."

candle light, and. therefore, there were.
only a few authors and scholars. Pos-
sibly If candles were reintroduced by
law, the number today would be cut
down until we would have to de
pend on present-da- y Shakespeares
Franklins. . .
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